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An Empirical Research on Cross-Border Drug
Trafﬁcking*

Mon Wei-Teh"

Abstract

The study of criminal issues cannot be separated from the social background
to which the crime is attached. The social background is a state of change in which
crimes affect many social, cultural, political, and economic determinants, and are
also influenced by these determinants. In the modernization process, crime has
always been a silent companion. In recent years, under the impact of globalization,
the two sides of the Taiwan Strait have adopted free and open measures to
eliminate obstacles to the circulation of finance, goods, people, and information,
and the number of trade and financial goods flowing between the two sides has
increased rapidly. Globalization has obviously also created new and favorable
social backgrounds for crimes. Under the influence of globalization, the issue of
public order has qualitative and quantitative changes. The plan and arrangement of
law-breakers for illegal activities are becoming increasingly complex. Crime is no
longer a purely regional issue. Cross-border crime has become an important subject
of law enforcement in both sides of Taiwan Strait. According to the statistics of the
Ministry of Justice in Taiwan, at the end of 2017, the drug criminals accounted for
49.09% of the total criminals imprisoned in correctional institutions. According to
the “Annual Report of Drug Crimes Prevention” of the Ministry, the proportion of
seized drugs (such as heroin, marijuana, and Ketamine) from overseas sources is
very high. It is clear that there is an urgent need to consider effective prevention and
control measures against drug trafficking.

" This article is a part of “An Empirical Research on Crime Pattern and International Law
Enforcement Cooperation Strategy of Transnational Organized Crime (MOST 106-2410-H-015-
003-MY3)” sponsored by the Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan.

™ Ph.D. and Professor, Department of Foreign Affairs Police, Central Police University, Taiwan.
Secretary General, Asian Criminological Association.
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This article is based on the thinking of "Situational Crime Prevention" and uses
crime script analysis to construct the cross-border crime prevention strategies. For
the operation of situational crime prevention, it is necessary to select a particular type
of crime first, then collect and analyze the systematic data of the crime, analyze the
criminal process, identify the facilitating factors, and then propose ways to prevent
the crime from happening or proceeding. With a large number of cases and serious
damages, cross-border drug trafficking on both sides of the Taiwan Straits is the
targeted crime in this study. This research has collected and analyzed guilty verdict
documents of this specific crime from district courts of Taiwan for the past 6 years
(2009-2015), a total of 361 cases. In-depth interviews were conducted with 10 law
enforcement officers familiar with the crime. After analyzing the above empirical
data, this study constructed a crime script for cross-border drug trafficking and
proposed the corresponding situational crime prevention strategies.

Key Words: Drug Trafficking, Cross-border Crime, Crime Script, Cross-
border Law Enforcement Cooperation, Situational Crime
Prevention.
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